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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 

June 13, 2016 

at the Department of Administration, 

2nd Floor, Conference Room B, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI  02908 

Members Attending:  Cristina Amedeo, John Bucci, Melody Drnach, Kenneth Findlay, Edward 
Garcia, Louise Herrington-Bright, Rosita Hopper, Phyllis Humphrey, Monica Nazareth-Dzialo, 
Doug Norris, Joan Ress Reeves, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Thomas Viall 

Members Absent:  Annette Feldman, Phyllis Lynch, Alison Davis-Maxell, Robert Sloan 

Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS):  Karen Andrews, Karen 
Mellor 

Guests:  None 

Materials Distributed: 

 Regulations for Public Library Construction/Renovation Reimbursement Funding under 
Section 29-6-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws Draft 

 Regulations for Public Library Construction/Renovation Reimbursement Funding under 
Section 29-6-6 of the Rhode Island General Laws Appendices Draft 

 Medicare-Medicaid Options Counseling PowerPoint Presentation 

 Integrated Care Initiative (ICI) and Medicare-Medicaid Plan (Neighborhood Integrity) 
Financial Alignment Initiative Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): Providers 

 ‘Neighborhood Integrity’ Program Subscriber Letter Draft 

I. WELCOME 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 4:17 p.m. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the May 16, 2016 meeting 

Moved by:  Dr. Hopper 

Seconded by:  Ms. Reynolds 

The meeting minutes were approved with non-substantive changes. 

III. REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

A. Rhode Island Library Association (RILA) Annual Conference 

Mr. Viall attended the RILA annual conference on May 25-26 in Warwick.  The two speakers 
at the event were Dr. Michael Stephens of the School of Information at San Jose State 
University and a noted writer on emerging trends, and American Library Association (ALA) 
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President, Sari Feldman.  Mr. Viall was honored with the RILA Citation of Merit Award for his 
contributions to libraries. 

B. Senator Jack Reed Roundtable 

Mr. Viall attended the Library Roundtable event hosted by Senator Jack Reed at Warwick 
Public Library on June 3.  Senator Reed gathered feedback and stories about library services 
provided to Rhode Islanders.  Ms. Mellor helped organize the event, which highlighted a 
variety of innovative library programs, several of which were seeded with LORI sub-grants 
of Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) funding.  Over 20 RI library directors 
attended and several expressed interest in OLIS coordinating additional sharing sessions on 
library programs. 

C. Joan Gillespie Letter of Recognition 

Mr. Viall will work with Ms. Mellor and Mr. Garcia to write a letter of congratulations for 
Joan Gillespie, former Executive Director of Ocean State Libraries (OSL). 

D. LBRI Member Acknowledgment 

Mr. Viall extended his gratitude to LBRI members for their dedication and participation 
during the 2016 session of the board. 

IV. CHIEF OF LIBRARY SERVICES REPORT 

A. Ongoing 

i. RI State Budget FY16 

The state’s fiscal year 2016 will end on June 30.  OLIS is providing a grant to Ocean State 
Libraries to provide Rhode Islanders with additional access to e-resources. 

ii. OLIS State Program Report 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) has accepted OLIS’ annual state 
program report for 2015. 

iii. OLIS Relocation 

OLIS was scheduled to move the week of May 23 but has not yet moved to its new 
location on the second floor.  The move is anticipated within the next two weeks and 
OLIS is packed and ready to go.  The space on the second floor will better accommodate 
the needs of OLIS staff. 

iv. Summer Reading Program 

The summer reading program, ‘Ready, Set, Read,’ will commence the week of June 24.  
OLIS will pay for 129 programs at public libraries. 

v. Governor’s Children’s Cabinet 

OLIS is working with the Governor’s Children’s Cabinet Board to identify early literacy 
programs.  The bipartisan board is appointed by the Governor, and works to identify 
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gaps in education.  The board plans to visit libraries, and observe early literacy 
programming in libraries. 

B. Resource Sharing 

i. New Shoreham 

Ms. Mellor is working with New Shoreham to address the issue of resource sharing 
compliance with the Library of Rhode Island (LORI) standards. 

C. Recent Activities 

i. OLIS professional library staff were present at the RI Library Association (RILA) annual 
conference on May 25-26 in Warwick, and attended many of the informative sessions at 
the event. 

ii. Ms. Mellor extended her congratulations to Mr. Viall for his receipt of the RILA Citation 
of Merit Award, and thanked him for his many years of service to libraries. 

iii. OLIS donated a number of MP3 players to public libraries in June.  The MP3 players 
were received by OLIS ten years ago through a grant from the Gates Foundation. 

iv. Ms. DiMichele and Ms. Mellor will participate on the Department of Administration’s 
(DOA) committee to develop a grant management system for the state.  OLIS receives 
the largest federal grant of any DOA agency, and will provide input on the development 
of an electronic system to track federal grant awards and administration by state 
agencies. 

Ms. Herrington-Bright inquired about the timeframe for completion of the grant 
management system.  Ms. Mellor reported that the anticipated goal for implementation 
is the end of calendar year 2016. 

D. Senator Reed’s Visit 

Senator Reed visited Cranston Public Library on June 3 in conjunction with Cranston’s 
receipt of the LibraryAware Award from Library Journal and Novelist, an EBSCO product.  In 
addition to the Library Roundtable held at Warwick Public Library, the Senator also visited 
Providence Community Library, Pawtucket Public Library and Providence Public Library to 
discuss various programs at those libraries.  Senator Reed is the lead sponsor of the Library 
Services and Technology Act which is due for reauthorization this year; the Senator’s day 
long tour of Rhode Island libraries enabled him to see firsthand the critical work of libraries 
in the community.  

E. Phyllis Humphrey, Golden Apple Award Recipient 

Ms. Humphrey was the recipient of the Golden Apple Award for the week of June 2.  The 
Golden Apple Award is given to outstanding Rhode Island teachers by the NBC affiliate 
WJAR, in Providence, RI.  Ms. Humphrey is the Library Media Specialist at Cole Middle 
School in East Greenwich. 
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V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Legislation 

i. Updates, State 

The 2017 state budget bill, approved by the House Finance Committee, increases library 
Grant-in-Aid (GIA) by $900,000, which amounts to 23.65% of local tax-based 
appropriations and expenditures, and endowment expenditures by libraries.  This was 
$400,000 less than the full 25% of local expenditures for GIA funding that was sought by 
library advocates.  The increase from the proposed level funding of GIA amounts to an 
additional $816,000 for tax-based GIA funding, and an additional $84,000 for 
endowment-based GIA funding. 

Ms. Mellor commended Mr. Garcia and Eileen Dyer, Providence Community Library 
Interim Director and RI Library Association Legislative Action Committee Co-chair, for 
their leadership in the movement to restore GIA to 25%. 

Funding for the Statewide Reference Resource Center (AskRI), however, was reduced by 
$311,326, in the 2017 budget bill.  If this money is not restored, subscriptions to 
Homework Help RI (provided by Tutor.com) and the AtoZ and Heritage Quest databases 
will not be renewed.  There will be a hearing in the House of Representatives, on the 
state budget bill (H.7454 Sub A), on Wednesday, June 15.  The bill is expected to move 
on to the Senate by the end of the week. 

B.  Policy Review Committee 

The Policy Review Committee met on June 1, and has scheduled another meeting to 
continue its review of regulations and policies.  The committee is making progress, and is 
inventorying the regulations. 

C. State Aid Formula Review Committee 

The State Aid Formula Review Committee has not met. 

VI. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 

A. Ms. Amedeo 

Ms. Amedeo reported on a new plan for individuals who qualify for Medicare/Medicaid.  
The plan is ‘Integrity’ and is sponsored by Neighborhood Health Plan.  It is an options 
counseling program through United Way.  Five hundred eligible people have received 
letters about the new plan, and options counselors are available for interested people.  Mr. 
Garcia advised Ms. Amedeo that Cranston Public Library would be interested in supporting 
options counseling services.  Three documents were issued to the LBRI for discussion. 

B. Mr. Norris 

Mr. Norris reported staff from the RI Family Literary Initiative traveled to Chicago to share 
the RI Learning Lounge model that is established at Cranston Public Library, Providence 
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Public Library, and East Providence’s Weaver Library.  Chicago hopes to implement a 
program based on the successful Learning Lounges in RI. 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Library Services Strategic Plan:  Environmental Scan 

There is no update at this time. 

B. Statewide Reference Resource Center Contract (AskRI) 

OLIS is required to solicit applications for the award of the SRRC grant on a biennial basis, 
and is seeking a library to serve as the SRRC for 2017-18.  A Request for Information (RFI) 
was posted on June 3, and will close on June 17.  Providence Public Library, the current 
SRRC grant recipient, has agreed to continue as the SRRC until a new contract is awarded.  
The middle of July is the target for implementation of a new SRRC award. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Public Library Construction Reimbursement Regulations Review 

Mr. Findlay questioned whether Item 1.3 of Section 1 of the Library Construction 
Regulations draft document should be revised to include a preventive maintenance 
requirement. 

Mr. Viall made a motion to approve the draft document with language added to Item 1.3, 
that reflects a requirement to ‘operate and maintain’. 

Moved by:  Mr. Garcia 

Seconded by:  Ms. Drnach 

The motion was approved by the LBRI to accept the draft of the Public Library Construction 
Reimbursement Regulations as amended. 

Ms. Mellor noted that the Library Construction Regulations Appendices document was 
removed from the regulations, and will remain a stand-alone document.  The appendices 
will include the cost per square foot requirement.  Maintaining the cost per square foot 
information in the appendices will enable this item to be revised without necessitating a full 
review and revision of the regulations. 

Ms. Mellor extended her thanks to Mr. Bucci, Ms. Drnach, Ms. Feldman, and Ms. Kay 
Bullard, formerly of the Providence Public Library, for their contributions to the Library 
Construction Regulations Review Committee. 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was made. 

X. FUTURE MEETINGS 

The next LBRI meeting is scheduled for September 19, 2016, from 4:15 – 5:45 p.m. at the 
Department of Administration, Conference Room B, 2nd Floor, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI, 
02908. 
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XI. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

Moved by:  Mr. Garcia 

Seconded by:  Ms. Humphrey 


